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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Colleague Letter


When reaching out to partners, consider adapting the letter below.
[Insert date]
Dear Colleague, 
As you are aware, high blood pressure is a major contributor to heart disease and stroke, both nationally and here in our community [consider inserting relevant local statistics]. Million Hearts® is a U.S. Department of Health and Human Services initiative co-led by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services that is working to prevent 1 million heart attacks and strokes nationwide by 2017.
Million Hearts® recently announced this year’s winners of the annual Hypertension Control Challenge, a recognition of practices and systems that successfully achieved hypertension control rates greater than 70%. 
This year, [number] winners are located right here in our [state/county/city], including [insert name of winner(s)]. Million Hearts® honored nine winners from across the country. For a full list, visit http://millionhearts.hhs.gov/newsevents/hypertension_control_champions.html. 

Now, we ask for your help in furthering the great work done in our community by [Champion(s)] by joining forces to—
· Partner with others in your community to plan an educational or press event to build momentum around this issue.
· Share the news about this national recognition through your own communications channels.
· Prioritize high blood pressure control by sharing important health messages with your members, patrons, and families. Visit the Million Hearts® Blood Pressure Control Web page to download free patient education tools.
· Participate in existing efforts to expand hypertension control in more health practices in your community.
· [Insert additional specific action, based on your needs.]
We thank you for your ongoing commitment to improving cardiovascular health in our community.
Sincerely,
[Insert your name, address, and contact information]
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